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Mn aping ſome Animadverſi ond on an Aſſi ze · Sermon, lately 
ax ind Preach d at Abingdon July 18th, 1 


727. by FRA Nets 
A. Vicar of St. Mary's in Reading, and Preben- 
tary of Salichwy, 


[To which are Preſix'd ſome Letters, that paſs d between t 
thors of That, and the Following Sermon) . 


u JOSEPH SLADE, M, A. Lefuer of the aforeſaid, Ch 
Eton FR Laurence. * 
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To the CLERGY, GENTLE- 
MEN, and other INH ABI 
T ANT S of the Borough of 
READING in the County of 
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GENTLEMEN, N 
HE Mighty Powers of, Avarice and Ambition were never more 
diſcernible than at preſent. They now appear in a. moſt mon- 
flrous Corrupticn of Faith and Manners, in great Numbers of 
ild, Extravagant, and Heterodox Opinions, and in Br ibery, 
A, jury, and a long Train of horrid Practices, abominated even 
— 0 Them, that know not God. | | 

For what End ſuch a Multitude of Herejies ſhould be permitted by God in His 
Church, and Such Trying Times ſbou d come, St Paul long ago told his Corin- 
thins, wiz. that They, which are approved, may be made maniſeſt that 
is, that the Sound and Ortbodox Members of Chriſt's Body may be diſtinguiſb d 
from Thoſe, ' that are Corrupt, and Hypocritical: Or to ſee Who will Readil 
aubere to Afflicted Vertue, and Who bow down to Triumphant Iniquity. 

That the Duties of Morality ſhowd be Preach'd, and earneſtly Inculcated, 
in Times, when they are little Pra ctic d, is fit and neceſſary : But that they 
fou'd be ſet forth as the Higheſt Duties of Chriſtians, be plac'd above Faith in 
as Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and made of greater Neceſſity than Baptiſm and the 
Lord's Supper, and eſpecially too, when there is, evidently, à great Apoſtacy 
from this Faith, and when theſe Sacraments are too little regarded, I can ſee no 
raſon. What the Deſign of advancing Morality to this great Height has 
been of late, 1 will not Preſume to ſay; but what the Natural Tendency of 
it is, I Dare to ſay, and That is a Leſſening our Eſteem of Chrifttan Inftitutions, 
and conſequently of the Chriſtian Religion. | 8 

I doubt not, but You wiſh with Me, that all Thoſe Gentlemen, who have 
1aisd Morality to ſo high a Pitch, were the ſame in Practice, as they are in 
Theory, th 1t is, would Practice Moral Duties as much above Others, as they 
Preach them. If they do not, they muſt expe@, in a cenſorious World, to bs 
reputed Hypocrites, not only in Chriſtianity, but even Morality too. 

bat Reaſon there was for the following Compoſition, It Self, I doubt not, 
will jufficiently ſhew to All, that have any regard to Truth, and that are not 
utterly loft in Party : That it is owing to Private P que, or Perſonal m_— 

5 e an 


\ 
/ 
— 


than the Addition of a few Lines, at the Begining. and End of ii, to ſuit i 
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Aud not to @ Concern for the rear Duties of Religion, and the Gol, 


Souls, is an Uncharitable Surmiſe, and void of Truth. For I profeſs my ſt 
ready to do any good Office to the Perſon 1 bave opp ©, notwithſtanding the il 
Treatment I have receiv'd from him, my Enmity being not to bis Perſon, by 
2 2 b of the Miſchiruous Conſequtncts of Clergy-men's . 

Ian very ſenſible o Miſchievons Conſequences of Clergy-men's Preachin 
againſl 4 and can truly ſay, tbat ti f; the Sermon, I ; animate 
upon, appear d in Print, I never intended to Preach directiy againſt it : 3, 
when Thew it Publiſh'd, (notwithſtanding the great Offence it generally gry 
when it was firſt Preach'd at our Lecture) and without any Other Altera 


ro the Buſineſs of an A ſixe, I then no longer thought my ſelf bound to Hina 
but Oblig'd from the following Letters, rbat bad paſs'd between us, as wil 
from Other Conſiderations, to give Teflimony againſt ſeveral Doctrines contani 
in it. Which Letters ſhou d never bave ſeen the Light, had not Many buf 
and our Author bimſelf publickly affirm'd even to my very face, t hat I bai n 
fur d the Debate be had propof d. E 

As I bave been above 20 Nears a Preacher among ft Tou, and bave Parti 
Obligations to not a Few of Iou; and as This Sermon was Preach'd in Ji 
Town, and is now Publiſh d at the earneſt Deſire of Many of Tou, I ci, 
omit this Opportunity of Publick'y acknowledging my ſelf, as I now do, 


Tour much Obligd, and very Affectionat⸗ n 
| Humble Servant, © | 
JOSEPH SLADE. = 
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8 To. the Revd. Mr. Slade. 


bir, r © 5 a 5 5 0 Reading April 10. 
F you bad bad any thing to object againſt my Sermon at the Lecture, it would 
have been more agreeable to your Character and mine to have written or 
ke to me, that by your Cenſures on it to have been the Occaſion of ſo much 
Tar; about the Town ,, eſpecially fince you bad ſo good an Opportunity after 
he Lecture when ſo many of the Clergy were together. Ion bave iudeed made 
be Study of Divinity your Froſeſſon about 20 years; but I hope I am not ac- 
unable for it, if my Sermon did contain what you bad not heard before. 
{it be agreeable to the holy Scriptures, to the Doctrine of our excellent Church, 
md to the dentiments of ſome — beſt Divines, I am ſatisfied. And this 
l doubt not to make appear. You ſhould baus conſidered the ill Effect, which 
Prejudice bas npon Mes Minds; how it hinders them from receiving and 
raticing the plaineſt, and moſt neceſſary Truths and Duties, I can eafily over- 
wk any Cenſures paſſed on my felf;, but it Senſibly touches me, when I refle@, 
low many of thoſe, whoſe Souls by the Laws of God, and the Laws of the 
lurch are committed to my care, may be hindred from attending to what is 
f everlaſting concernment to them by ſuch Cenſures. Need I put you in mind 
that gur Church mentions together the Hinderer, and Slanderer of God's 
Y ord, and enjoins Repentance to the former as well as the latter? 

Tam not conſcious that I have done any thing that can juſtly give offence to 
jou, or anyone'elſe- But why do I mention this * For no conſideration, no, not | 
den a Suppoſition of my having advauc d unſound Doctrine can juſtifie your a 
moceedings. For a Clergyman to go about Whiſpering among the Laity a- F 
Janſt his Brother - But enough of this. Is this the way to maintain 
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be Dignity of our Character? What treatment can we expect from the Laity, 
ben Clergymen deal thus with each otber? If 1 bad turn d my back upon the 
ly Sacrament, as you did at St. Maries the Sunday you dined with Mr. Fol- 


lows, 
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F. IOX. 


Mr. S. labouring under ſo violent an Indiſpoſition in his Thrott, a 
to be depriv'd of Speech, when the foregoing Letter came to li 
hands, aſter he had perus'd it, wrote for the Bearer of it, as fol 
Jows, Bs 4 TY | 4 : | FY 15 
| Tell My, Fox, that 1 will give an Anſwer to bis Letter the next tim Init 
bim at the Lecture; that I have no Ends to ſerve in Writing, perhaps btw, 
for which reaſon I ſhall not gratify bim. „„ | 
Wherefore on Tueſday April the 18. being but 4 days beyond the Tim 
limited for an Anſwer, Mr. S. ſent the following Note. 5 


To the Revd. Mr. Fox. 


Sir, | ES bk 5 | | 
TN your late Letter ro me you allow it a proper time for Ob jectious to be 

made to your Sermon, after Lecture, before the Clergy, © 

This then is to acquaint you, that I deſign, God willing, to be at the Led. 
70 day; that ] ſball be ready to give an Anſwer to your Letter before 0 
Brethren, that I defire your Sermon may be produc'd; and that 1 exped Sat 
faction for the Injury you have done me. 1 a Fe 


Tueſday April 18. | : JOSEPH SLADE. 
. | | „ 
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- To the Revd. Mr. Slade, 
OE EI. 2 

171 intended to hade been at the Lecture to day, but 1 the receipt of OUTS 
* I Ialterd my Deſgn. For I have no Opinion of the — of ſuch verbal con- 
ſnencet as your propoſe What I ſaid in my Letter was, tbat it won d have 
lem more agreeable ro your Character and mine, if inflead of cenſuring my Ser- 
n before tbe Laity you bad objefted ag ainſt it before the Clergy. | 


man Such a Conference will not remove the Offence tibat 3 T ; 
* bas been given; and therefore can be of no uſe. F. FOR. 
or an Wis ne 8 8 


Mr. 8. having waited ſome time for an Opportunity of meetin » and 
debating with Mr, Fox, but found none, afterwards ſent the fol owing 


Letter. 


o che Revd Mr. . 


Revd, Sir, | „ 2 | 
nat INCE you bave declin'd a Conference before our Brethren, when call d to 
it, the* what before you ſeem'd to approve of, you have fore d me upou a 
Method of Defence, which, at firſt, I did not deſign to bave gone into, 
Ie Ile expetted ever to have found Mr. Fox acting the Part be has done, 
a Part, Im ſure, highly un hecoming any Clergy-man, that has the leaſt regard 
1 Character. Boldly to charge a Brother with what you think Criminal, and 
afterwards to go about Pumping for Evidence, is what I am almofl aſbam'd to 
mention even to Tour Self, What can juſtify ſuch a Conduct? Ions have repre- 
ſented me as a Whiſperer: of Scandal, and Hinderer of God's Word, a heavy 
Charge! and which, ſure, no Man of common Prudence word do without being 
veltable to Prove it. Ibis I take for à very high Injury, and Affront, for 
which: Fexpe@ Satisfaction, which is, that you will either produce your Evi- 
dence to make good your Charge, or elſegacknowlege what you have written to 
be only the Produ@ of your 'own Fealmuſy, and a Fiction of your own. Sure I 
am, that I never but rwice ſpoke of your Sermon. before the Laity: Once I 
vas defir'd to give 4 juſt Account of it, becauſe they ſaid they had heard a 
great deal of it, but could nat depend upon the Truth 1 it. In compliance 
vitb Tbeir Requeſt I gave as juſt Account of it as I could, leaving Them 10 Moe 
Tie: e ee nee, 


| ;. nt 
ep Renewirgrcy, {began not the Dif- 
of it : Now This, 


of it: The other time, to the Left of un 
its ſe, nor do I remember 225 e | „I dare ſay, is more | 
than you. can prove againſt me, and This is All that can be provd; and 
whether This be ſufficient jor: you to give a Clergyman the Character of 4 
Whiſperer againſt bis Brother, as if I bad made it my buſineſs to go ahout 
cenſuring your Sermon before the Laity, I leave to any one's judgment; And, if 
yon have branded me with an Odious and Filthy Character, but without faty- 
dation, I appeal to all-the World, whether you are uot iy ro be. Bigmatizd 
with a Cbaracter more ndious, which it a falſe Accuſer of your Brethren, 
But why did you make choice of tbe Term Whiſpering? Do gau think | wa 
afraid to ſpeak out? ¶ aſſure you, I never had that terrible Notion of you as mt 
to dare to ſpeak the Truth even to your Face. And why: do you impute all the 
Noife about your Sermon to Me, or to my, Cenſures of it? Were I apt tobe 
elated by fuch things, this mou d exalt ane, I fear, & little too far, to find am 
the whole Town of Reading puting ſo much Confidence in my Fudgment, and 
Integrity, as preſently to conclude a Doctrine not right, becauſe not conſonant 
to my Opinion, and tho tao it came from the learned Mr. Fox. Can you ral) 
want to be told, that your Sermon gave Offence almoſt to every one that heard 
iz, Laity as well as Clergy, and that every one was cenſuring of it as ſun 
as be came out of Church? And yet was All owing to Me? 

As to my not being at the Sacrament, .when I dix'd with Mr. Fellows, [ 
Hall only ſay, that a diſcreet and modeſt Clergy-man wou d not preſently hav 
coudemm d a Brother Clergyman for it without ever hearing what he had 1 
ſay in his own Defence. As I have been a Cleroy-man almoſt as long as you, 
you might in Humility have imagin d, that I moſt underffood my Duty 4: 
well as you, and that I won d nothave done as I did, without Reaſon. Iu 
Tour permitting your Work-men to work upan yorr. Houſe:on'Good-Friday bad 
given no more Offence to Chriſtians than my not being at theSacranent, when | 
was caſually at your Church: That Pormiſfion of Tour's has been deem d to ſie 
little regard to the Author of our Salvation, and has given Offence ne 
every Chriſtian: Whereas what I did has given Offence to no one, that I bunt 
beard of, beſide your Self. HD; ee = » FLEO f n 12 
Ion are a Spy upon the Actions of your Brethren, and will not fail of ep 
ing them, when Tou think Tou have Opportunity, Phariſee, and Puritan lite, 
raiſing your own Character upon the Ruins of Theirs, Ion muſt give us leave ib 
look to your Foot, and to obſerve whether all Your Actions be agreeable 10. 
ftrict Piety, or to your Chriſtian Profeſſon. 

I have been inform d, that you have ſaid, that I have invited, or at led} 
encourag d ſome of your Pariſh not to go to their Pariſh-Church. I you hav Wi van 
ſaidit, it is of a piece with my going about Whiſpering, having no Exiſtont I Fn: 
but in your own head, becauſe 1 have never done any thing like it, but tb le 1; 

direct Contrary, If Perſons, that are ſincere in their Chriſtian Profeſſion, ho a Bret, 
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brethren belongs. 
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that have an bigh Ualue, and Eſteem for our moſt excellent EfabliſÞd Church, 
can find no difference made between This Church* and &Schiſmatical  Conven- 
ticle, by One, who eats 5 her Bread, andwhoſe Office it is to Reprove, and Re- 
buke every Error, aud Sin, and therefore Schiſm; and to Exhort ro every 
Duty, and therefore to Conformity, or Obediencs toThoſe that are over them 
in the Lord; but do find Both plac'd upon an equall foot, by being told, that it 
will not be 9 0 at the laſt day of what Sect or Party they baue been of, 
iris no Wonder, it is Nature, and therefore You muſt not be Surpris d, to ſee 
Ino Flock ſtart afide, and flare at you; and therefore You muſt not inpute your 
Focht forfaking you to any one but _ Oy" .. A981 
What you mean by appealing to the whole Town 1 know not, unleſs it be 
Printing Tour Sermon, If fo, I hope Tow'll make ſome Alterations, before it be 
Frinted, and be ſo juſt as to acknowlege them, Tam, Les 0 
„ in ton ny Dur Injur'd Brot bor 


JOS. SLADE 
By way of Anſwer to the foregoing was ſent what follows. 
To the Revd. Mr. Slade. 


n ͤ 8K ——)ʃö 
Iv d nor haus you elated with the Thoughts of any 2 I bave 
of your Power, or Fc in the Town, there being no Foundation for 

them. I ans tbe Injur d 1525 but I will not be drawn into an Epiſtolary 
Correſpondence with you. Thave better Employment than anſwering ſuch Un- 
mannerly Letters, If therefore you reſuſe the propoſed Satisfaction, you ſhall 
receive no more Letters from me, write or do what you will. But whatever 
Metbod I take, you ſhall not bear of my Preaching againſt you, or of my putting 
any other upon it. Tou ſay the Clergy were offended at my Sermon, / , they 
rt Parties, and not proper to be made Referees, But why did they not expreſs 
their diſlike at that time, when any miſunderflandings might have been eaſily 
ſet right. betwixt our ſelves?ÞÞ i ee | 
If Thad fail'd in any point of Duty required by our Church, or aſſum d an 
Antbority to introduce new Ceremonies, which the Church has not only not com- 
manded, hut moſt expreſſly forbidden any to introduce or uſe under very great 
Penalties, ſomething might have been objected, but if none of theſe things can 
be laid to my Charge, Tudge you to whom the Character of an Accuſer of the 
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| © EEE © 
As to my Sermon 1 know it 10 he agreeable to the Goſpel of Chrift, and the 


Do&rine taught therein of great importance to Men's everlaſting Int ereſl. If 2 
therefore any were offended, the offence was taken, not given. But this wa, WI” 
more then | ever heard, till I was imform'd that Mr. Slade bad objefed againf 
it to ſome of the Laity. Some even then bighly approy'd of it, and as gu; (b, 
Jong as Mr. Slade, or any of his Adviſers or Afiftants bave thank'd mw " 

I have known and beard of ſeveral good Churchmen offended and made una, Il 
by Sermons againſt the Diſſenters, but I never heard of one Diſſenter convince] 4 


by ſuch Sermons. They inſpire bitter Zeal and deſtroy that mutual Love which 
is ſo neceſſary to beal our unbappy Diviſions. Whatever therefore a few bunyr. 
fome People may do, who, it is plain, do not underſtand their own Principle, 
1 ſball perfue the ſame Meaſures to promote the Intereſt of the gouls committed 
to my care, tall I can diſcover ſome more agreeable to the Doctrine of our Church, 
1 beartily pity a man, who can alt and write as you do. Jour Letter is i 
Demonſtration of what Spirit you are of, I pray God forgiue you. Parewel. 


_— — 


To the Revd. Mr. Fox. ' 


Revd. Sir, | * „ wth 

7 AT you may now imagine, that 1 write {as T verily think you did) with 

out an Adviſer or Aſſiſtant; I ſend you This without giving my ſelf tine u 
conſult any of my Friends, | | ; . 

Since you have ſent me a Letter only, and not an Anſwer, after 1 bad in 
fifed upon your producing your Evidence to make good your Charge againſt m, 
or elle acknowlegeing the Charge to be a Fition of your own, you muſt give ni 
leave to gueſs at the Reaſon of this your Conduct, which it, that you have mw 
Evidence to produce. OOO TS Mg 6 IHR | | 

The Reaſon alſo of your Writing no more is, I think, very evident ; Tou have 
wronzfully accusd me, and have uething to ſay in your Defence. But not- 
withſtanding this, I muſt, and do, tnſift ſtill upon Evidence; and I challenge 
you to bring any one Perſon to witneſs, that J ever cenſur d your Sermon before 
zhe Laity. you cannot ſee the Unreaſonableneſs, and Folly of puting me 
upon Defence of what I ſaid of your Sermon, without firſt leting me know what 
it was I ſaid, | pity your want of Sight: After you bave let me into the Cen- 
ſure, and bave told me, Who- the Perſons are, you ſhall make choice of for bear. 
ing the Debate, whether Clergy or Laity, Males or Fema'es, I will then, 6,6 1 

: | thin 


6 * 


L — 
7 ink the Perſons 1 let you know my Sentiments of your Sermon, and 
1 rive you the Kati ſaction you deſire. oO ON 
* If Reſentment of Calumny, and a Demand of Satisfaction for a wounded 
if (harafer, be Unn annerly, Tou will always find ill Manners in me, when calum- 


nated, and defam'd. 5 
Tou may think, I ſuppeſe, that I have not treated Tou with reſpe# enongb to 
Tur Superiour Station. Io This I anſwer, that Preferment, in my Opinion, 
makes a Man neither the more, nor leſs, valuable; that I am a Prieſt of the 
Church of England, «as well as Jon; that I have taken 2 Degrees in the 
(niverfty, .wbich, I do not ſay, Ion have not done; and that if you value your 
of upon having much Preferment, perhaps I may value my ſelf more upon being 
he to get none. | 1 *; HE "SR 

I never knew any good Churchman offended, or made uneaſy by Sermons 
yainft Diſſenters. I haue known Some brought to keep conflantly to Church by 
b Sermons z and I believe almoſt every Body may know Many gone from 
eb to Comventicle for want of ſuch Sermons. 
low Spirit, I boubt not, is as eafily to be diſcern d by Tour Writing as Mine, 
anſeſs, I think a Spirit of Zeal highly becoming a Profeſſor of the Goſpel: Ions 
n pleaſe your ſelf with a Spirit of Moderation. But thus much I have often 
vd, vix, a more turbulent, and wicked Leal lurking under a Cloake of 
bleration, than ever I ſaw elſewhere I have alſo Obſerv'd the ſame Per- 
17045 . Difſenters only of One Donomination, and hot aud furious zo 
ſe of Another, | 5 . 1 . 
4% Tour Pity, I think, Iftand in no need of it. For your Prayer I thank 
id. „ and ſhall wats uſe of the ſame for Tour Self. | | 
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Some Obſervations: on the foregoing 


XII 


Letter. 


+... Mr. F begin an. Epiftolery Cor- 


2». Mr. E. in bis firſt Letter ſays, It 
wou'd have been more agreeable . 
ta yaur Character and mine to 
have Written or Spoke to me, 
than by your Cenſures on it 


-- (bis Sermon) to have been the | 
QOxcaſion of ſo much Diſcourſe 
about the Towng eſpecially ſince ;| . 


1 


You had ſo good an Opportuni - 


* 


gether. 


$6 s 
am ready to produce it (bir Sor. 


not to preach againſt Diſſenters. 


E In his laſt Terter ſaye, Iwill not he 


F 
ty after the Lecture when ſo |. 
many of the Clergy were __ 


. F. in bir f Letter ſays, 1 


| with the Duty of a Neacher. 


drawn into an Epiſto lary Corte. 
* bis Sacon 272. 17 call 

ore ebe Clergy, be ſays, I have no 
Opinion of the Benefit of fach 


| 


| declings producig 
before the Clergy, that heard i, th 


on) before any Number of ] off proper Judges, 
Perſons to be choſen by you and LET PT ys 
me. And Icall upon you to make:].. . Me 
out your Objections againſt if \ 
4. Mr. F. in bis firſt Letter charges | | When this Charge is deny d by I F* 
Mr. S. with Cenſuring, yea, li- | &. and Mr. F. is preſs d to produc ki wh 
berally throwing about Cenſures | dence, be does not ſo much as jo) ill , j 
of his Sermon before the Laity*] bat any. —_— * 
5. Ar. E. in his firft Letter ſays, No] Quære, Whether This be nt wt 
Confideration, no, not even a | ſound Doctrine: Or whether, in cl be 
Suppoſition of my «having ad - Ar. F. had preach'd downright Ay of Þ 
vanc'd. unſound Doctrine can | niſm, Mr. S. might not have ji *\p« 
-  guftify Your proceedings cenfur'd that Doctrine before the Lai Pub: 
6. Mr. F. in bis laft Letter ſays, [| This Reſolution inconſiſſent nu Ban 
Whatever Method I take, you | bis Duty in caſe Mr. S. preaches Her on 
ſhall not hear of of my Preach: | /, or any thing repugnant to the D t 
ing againſt you. | trine of the Goſpel. N 
7. Mr. F. in his laſt Letter charge.] Quære, whether ill Manners cui or, 2 
Ar. S. with ill Manners, in giving, or reſenting, an Aﬀfront danb 
8. Mr. F. in his laſt Lerter purpoſes | This Purpoſe evidently inconfif Tt 


9. Mr, F beg 


po uclence. 


ins the Epiſtolary Correſ- | 


Mr, F. drops the Epiſlo ary Got 


pondence. 


Whaber, in caſe Mr, S. bad cenſur'd Mr. Fs, Sermon before the Lai), 


be bad not juſtly cenſur d ir, will appear from the following Sermon. 


Matt 23, 23. 


ue e Hypocrites; ene Tiths of Mint, and 
Auiſe, and Cummin, and bave omitted the W eigbtier Matters of the Law, 
Tudgment, Mercy; A ought ye to have 4 end not 0 leave 
the Orber undone; | 


5 37 = Comment upon, theſs Words being kighty pens in 


ER zell this place, that I may give as full, and clear an Ex- 
"By, planation of en a poſſbly 1 can, 4 fall do theſ 5 
lings. 8 

1 Shew, Who the Scribes and Phariſees were 
IE; Wherein their Hypocriſy did conſiſt, They being in the Text term 4 


Hypocritess- 
I. What we are to undertand by thei paying Ti Tithe of Mint, Aviſo and 


Umnij; 
IV. What by FIVE Omitting the Weightie Matteri of the b Fulgmen 


Mercy, and Faith; And 

v. What by the Vo denounc d inf them for their Hypocriſy | 

And,  Firft, who the Scribes and Phariſees were. The Word Scribe de- 
notes not -a- Se# amongſt the Jews, but an Office: It ſignfies a 
Veiter, or Serivener: Of Theſe there were two ſorts, Laicks, and 
Ecclefiaticks, The Laick Scribes.. were ſuch as had been brought up in 
| the Schools of the Prophets, but had net obtain'd the Spirit, and Miſſion 
of Prophets: Their Office was to inſtru Children in the Law, and, 
eſpecially, to teach them to Write: Of Theſe Some were taken into 
Publick Offices, Some by the King, and therefore term'd T Exppari. 
Dando, the King's Scribes, or Secretarys, as we find it, 2 Kings. 1 2. 10. 


Others by Courts of Fudicature, and therefore term'd Teguperdi T5 
Nas, Scribes of the People, Matt. 2. 4. reſembling our Clerks of Affize : 
or, as Dr. Hammond will have it, ſo call'd, becauſe elected into the 
Lanbedrim, and fo made Fudges of their great High Court, 

The Seribes Ecclefaftick were Thoſe, whoſe Office it was to Write, Read 
and Expound the Law of M e. publickly to the People: Hence were they 


alld Texjuuorreis 78 vf, Scribes of the Law, as Exra. 7. 12. Nopwar9s, 
Expounders 


* 


| 60 ns | 
 Exprunders of the Law, Luke 7. 30. and Noyeo00gexeAu, Dod, 
rhe Law Like 5. 17. They had the chief Authority in Matters Eccle 
_ Uaſtick, and are therefore ſaid by our Satiour to fit in Moſes's Seat, tlut 
1s, as Moſes's Succeſſors, and therefore as Spiritual Paſtors, and Governors, 
for which- reaſon He adds, All therefore whatf-ever they bid yu obſerve, tha 
Obſerve, and do. Matt. 23. . 0 3 CD ata 8 Wap Fats THE 
The Word Phariſee denotes a S:@, not an Office: It is deriyv'd from an 
Hebrew Word, which ſignifies to Divide, or Separate, frem- whence they 
were call'd by the Greeks, A'pae5putys, and may very well be termd 


, % 


by us Separatifis. St. Faul, who was One of them, calls them Ale | 


guy Aipeorw, the Srritfeſt Sck. 4s. 26. 5. We find indeed, that they 
were a very prevailing Sect, in great repute, Many of the Chief of the 
Nation, Thoſe that had the Hondur of Sitting in the Higheſt, as well a 


in Inſeriour Courts of Judicature, being Phariſces. Theſe Phariſees ven, 


Many of 'em, S$cribes; and therefore the 2 difterent Names of fiber 


They differ d from other Jews in Habit, in Doctrine, and in Practice, but 
more eſpecially, as the Word Phariſee imports, in 4 Separation of Them. 


ſelves from all others, ſo far as to have no Dealing, or Commerce, with even 


Thoſe of their own Nation, the Jews Themſelves, that they judg'd to be 


Sinners; and not to ear with, no not ſo much as to touch, owe of anti 
Nation, which they judg'd to be a kind of Pollution, which ,requird a 


ſingular Waſhing, or Purification of themſelves. Indeed they delpisl | 


All Others as ignorant, wretched, and finful, and pretended to extracrdi 
_ nary Purity, and Holineſs, tho', at the ſame time, they were the greateſt 
of Sinners; which brings me, VO 


Secondly, to ſhew wherein their Hypocrfy did conſiſt; they being in the | 


Text term'd Hypoerites. The Word Tnoxe tri; in the Greek, from whence 


comes our Word Hypocrite, properly ' ſignifies an Actor, or Stage- P, 


any one that as, or perſonates another Man- Now from this Primary 


ſignificat ion of the Word you will eaſily perceive, what Hypocriſy in Re- | 
ligion is + It is no more than Ang a Religious Man: It is all Trick and 


Deceit, Diſguiſe and Lie : *Tis Shadow without Subſtance, or Appearance 
without Reality: *Tis like a Picture, that has all the Outward Form, the 
Features and Lineaments of a Man, but has nothing of Life, nothing of 4 
real Man in it. Of ſuch Hypocriſy were the Scribes and Phariſees guilty 


in 2. very high degree. They put on the Garb and Dreſs of Regen z 


ey 


They appear'd devout and pious, juſt and charitable, and yet were far 
otherwiſe 3 They would pray wich their Lips to. God, when their Hearts 
rere ſar from him. and they wou'd do it, Standing in the Synagogues, aud 
Corners of the Streets, and wou'd alſo make Jong Prayers, that hereby eftab- 
lihing a Character of being Religious towards God, they might, without 
teing ſuſpe ed as Uncharitable, and Unmercifal towards their Neigh · 
tour, grind the Faces of the Nor, and devour Widdows houſes, that is, op- 
jeſs and rob the Neceſſitous, and cheat and ruin Widdows and Orphans 
the very Worſt Oppreſſion and Robbery they could be guilty of. - They 
profeſs'd a mighty Reverence for their Law ; upon which account they: 
wore their Phrlafteries broader, and the Borders of their Garments larger, 
than all others; They were alſo very Nice in their Obſervante of their: 
Lay, paying a juſt regard even to the minuteſt Parts of it, and pretend- 
vs Scruples of Conſcience about the ſmalleſt Matters; and yet notwith - 
Landing all this, when any thing was to be got by it, they wou'd ſet 
Indition aboue the Law, and ffrain at a Gnat, that they might the better 
ballow a Camel, that is, pretend Checks of Conſcienee about doing thjñe 
Evils, that without Loſs of Reputation they might commit the grea- 
. They fuß ed twice in the Week; and, when they did fo, diſſigur d their 
ks, to ſignify their inward Mortification and Repentance, and yet, at 
he ſame time, were neit her ſorry for what they had done, nor reſolv'd . 
forſake their former Wicked Courſes, They built the Tombs of the Pro» © 
ets, and garniſb d the Sepulcbres of the Righteous, and condemn'd their Fa- 
ut for killing them; by which they would be thought toreverence the 
lemories' of the Prophets, and to abominate their Fathers Cruelties ; and 
et, at the ſame time, were as bloodily diſpos'd, and as ready to exerciſe - 
e ſame Cruelties on our Saviour, and his Apoſtles after Him, as their 
ithers had done on the Prophets before Him. They alſo, when they ap- 
ard in Publick, did Alms, that is, were Kind. and Charitable to Thoſe - 
a were in Want; but This they did for no other end than to be ſeen of 
that is, to be applanded, and reputed charitable, -and merciful, 
ben, at the ſame time, they were full of Covetouſneſs, Deceit and Fraud. 
This then is enough to let you ſee, wherein the Hypocriſy of the Scribes 
/ Pheriſees did conſiſt. They had only a Form, not the Fower of God- 
le; They were outwardly. Religious, and inwardly the Reverſe of it; 
vhich reaſan our Sa vicur elegantly compar d them to / bited Pan, N 
F 


8 ww 


SF An 


14) 


55 beautiful Lindt * foul a; They Eur none of ; h { 
Heavenly Graces, which adorn; the Soul of an Upright  incerely' Religiou 


Divine an 8 

Man; Their Worſhip and Obedience was not in Spirit and in Tutb; Thei bs 
| M 
Fr 


Love to God and Man was no more than Pretencez-it was all Lie, and 
Deceit. Self-Love was their prevailing Prineiple, and the Praiſe of Men, 


and Wordly Advancement, the main Ends of all their good Actions. * 


Hlaving thus ſliewn W ho the Scribes and Phariſees were, and Whereia . t 
| their Hypocriſy did conſiſt, I now eee nee ae of the Text, WW 
and to make good What was propos d, 1 
Tubirdh, to be done, which was to hew, what we are to Underſtady Th 
their paying Tirbe. of: Mint, - Aniſe, aud Cummin. Mint, Aviſe, u 
Cunmmin being Herbs of little Value, the Tithe of em muſt be a Mata d nd 
ſuch little Significancy, as was next to Nothing at all. But notwithſtn- | 
ding this, as God had given to the Levizes a Tenth: of all the Fruits of th. x 
Earth, as you may fee, Lev. 27. 30. and Numb, 18. 21. Lea, as Titi... 
had been paid before the Law, by Abrabam to Melchiſedec, King) of Sah 
| and Prieft of the moſt bigh God, as we find, Gen. 14. 20. and Heb. 7. 
2. 4. (From whence, by the by, we may obſerve, that Tithes oy lar 
paid, either by vertue of ſome explicirte Law of God, handed down in 
the begining, or elſe by the Di&ates of Nature, it being reaſonable; t| 
They, who ſerve at the Altar, ſhou'd live by the Altar, — 
Labour, or Merchandize; from whence alſo we may argue for the (li- 
dren of Abrahan's paying Tithes now under the Goſpel of Chrift, wit 0 
is a Prieſt for ever after the Order of Meſebiſeder) L ſay, as Ged bad erpref. A Fon. 
IV given a Tenth part of all the Fruits of the Earth to the Levites, i rde 
Tithes were paid even before \the'' Law, Theſe ſmall Tithes were the a 
| Levites Due, and therefore ought to have been paid; And therefore dur of 1 
Saviour, left they might miſtake his Meaning, and think, that the H tic 
denounc'd againft them, was upon account of their paying theſe ſialic 
Tithhes, adds, that tho theſt Tithes were a ſmall Matter, much leſs th eisht 
"ſome other things, which they omitted, yet they ought to be paid; Th 
that is, Judgment, Mercy, and Faith, onght ye to haue done,” and wil 
leave the Other, that is, theſe ſinall Tithes, undone, that is, unpaid. In 
deed as theſe ſmall Tithes were the Loe Due, the Paiment of em 


a Matter of Juſtice, yea, 'and, where a Levite was poor, > and Jad bt rciful; 
| yer) 


Ia \ 
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—— final Subilience, of Merey too. But then you will Fg it Paiment 
14 ſmall Tithes were a Matter of Juſtice, and, it might be, of Mercy 
too, how cade our Saviour to make it of leſs weight than Juſtice and 
Mercy, as he does jn the Text? In anſwer to This, it may be faid, 
3-0, that the Difference may lie not in the Nature, but Degree of the ſe 
uties, The Seribes, and Phariſees were juſt, and Merciful, in Matters. | 
{the aft, but unjuſt and unmerciſul in Thoſe of the grearef# moment: 
ir elſe, Secondly, ſuppo ſing paiment of Tithes to be a Matter of Poitive 
Jaty only, we may place the Difference in the Nature of theſe Duties 
e Juſtice, and Mercy, which they did in paying Tithes, was Poſitive; 
ut the Juſtice, and Mercy, which they omwmited, might be Natwral Juſtice 
nd Merty ; ſuch as They were oblig d to by a Precept of Nature, as well aa 
lation: Or, Thirdly, the Juftice and Merey, which They omitted wicht 
e Fublick Juſtice and Mercy, ſuch as They ought to have done, as Per- 
bns of a Publick Character, appointed for that very end, Publick Juſtice 
nd Mercy being of Much greater moment than Nivate, or ſuch as the 
hig Tithe of Mint, Aniſe, and Cummin: Or Laſtly, the Juſtice and 
lercy omitted may ſigniſie That Juſtice, and Mercy, which ought to have 
n practic'd towards our Saviour himſelf, but was not; and therefore 
84 Matter of much greater moment, than the Juſtice and Mercy of 
ing ir ben of Mint, Aniſe, and Cummin, Having thus conſider d the 
xl! Matter in the Text, which the Scribes and Phariſees perform d the 
g Tithe of Mint, Aniſe, and Cummin, I come now, 

Fourthly, To ſhew, what weare to underftand by the Weightier e 
the Law , Judgment, Mercy, and Faith, which they omitted. 
By: Law-here we are to underſtand the Law of Moſe: : Weightier Mat. 
:of the Law may ſignify, Firſt, and chiefly, Duties more neceſſary, is to 
nctice; and, Secondly, more exceilent in their own Nature: For want of 
Mt Diſtintion Errors will ariſe, and we muſt talke obſcurely. Under 
eghtier Matters, in the Firſt, and Chief ſignification, will fall in ſome 
ities, that are meerly Poſitive; and, in | the Second, Thoſe, that are 
aural, or Moral. 
By Cmitting theſe weightier Matters we are to underſtand a frequent 
tlc& of theſe Duties, and not only ſuch a Neglect, but ſometimes a 
lattice diametrically Oppoſite to *em, pin Acts of Ipjuſtice, Un- 
* and F J 
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As to the Inſtances of Weightier Matters, Fudgwent, Mercy and Faij 
I think, they ought to be interpreted in Congruity with the other Pam 
of the Text. Now as Wo in the Text has been generally thought to ſigni 
fy the Puniſhments, that would be inflicted en the Jews, and more par; 


ticularly the Seriber and Phariſees, for their Infidelity, and other ge 


haviour towards our bleſſed Saviour; ſo That, for which theſe punilb- 
mets were to be infli cted, the 'Omirting Fudgnunt, Mercy, and Faith, oog 
J think, to be interpreted with Relation, chiefly, to our Saviour too. Anj 
therefore omiting Fudgment, Merey, and Furth may principally ſignify bot 
A Neglect of theſe Duties, and alſo their Oppoſites, viz. 1m14ftice, Uumntii 
ſs, and Infidelity towards Him; Injuſtice and Unmercitulneſs in violeniy 


_ oppoſing, and perſecuting, and at laſt Crucifying: Him, who was an inns 


cent Perſon, their very Saviour and Redeemer; and Infidelity in not by 
lieving in Him, who was their God, of Whom Moſes and the Propher di 
write, who was nor come 10 defiroy, but zo fulfill their Law and ub 
given Sufficient Teſtimony of his Divine Miſſion, of his being He tha no 
ro come, the ſeed of the Woman, that was to: bruiſe the Serpents head, in what 
all the Familys of the Earth ſhou'd be bleſſed. But as This Interpretation, tho i 


appears, to Me at leaſt, juſt - and reaſonable, is ſomewhat Ne, 


and gut of the way, I Submit it to better Judgments, and ſhall walk in te 
common track with relation to the 2 firſt Duties Omitted, Judgment and 
Mercy, that is, I will take Judgment to ſignify: a rendering to all men the 
Daes, both in a Private and Publick Capacity, that is, as Private fer 
in their on private Affairs, and as Officers, and Judges appointed tod0 
right between other Men; Iwill alſo take Mercy to ſignify Acts ol Kind 
neſs, and Charity, to Thoſe that are in want. 
But then to make Faith ſignify Fideliry only, or Fairbfulneſs in Makin 
and Performing Agreements, and Contracts, and ſuch like, as Some wou! 
have it, is what I can in no wiſe agree to. If Faith fignifys no more tit 
This, it is compriz d in Judgment, and fo is Tautology, Faith indeed! 
ſometimes in Scripture taken in This Senſe, at Tig. 2. 10. Where l 
Apoſtle, giving Kules for the Behaviour of Chriſtian” Servants, menti 
Faith, we tranſlate it Fidelity, Sbe wing all good Fidelity, which is certan 
the meaning of the Word m&iy, Faith in that place. So the Be 
i595 is often used, as particularly Lake 19. 17. Thou bas been fait 
in a very little, But that Faith ſhould be audacioully truck out o 5 
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| Te xt, and Fidelity inſerted in its place, without any other reaſon given 
"il wan bectuſt'Some do fomreyprerit. (*) is not a little furprizing : + It could 
arts be done, ſurely, upon no other account than This; viz, becauſe Faith, 
in the moſt common Acceptation of the Word in the New Teſtament, 
you's not comport with the Doctrines advanc'd from the Text: For if it 
ſton'd be © interpreted Faith in Jeſus Chrift, as Mediator between God 
d Man, and Redeemer of Mankind, it wou'd contradict, and quite over - 
Ictrow the Doctrine, that moral Duties are the weigbrier, and Poſiti ve the 
e weighty Matters of the Goſpel, unleſs this Faith be made a Moral Duty, 
vch as our Reaſon wou d teach us without Revelation. But being not a- 
id of Conſequences}: as this Writer ſeems. to have been, I will not, for. 
[ look\ upon” his Fidelity as any other than an Unfaithful Interpreation 
{Faith, That our Saviour-meant by Faith in the Text not Fidelity be- 
wen Man and Man, but (a) Faith in God, yea Faith in Himſelf, and hir 
Dach ine, is natural to ſuppoſe, when he was arguing againſt Unbelievers, 
x reproving-their Sins; and when alſo we farther conſider, that to gain 
lelief in Himſelf, and His Doctrine, was the great buſineſs of His Con- 
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(*) See Title Page; and Page 12. of Mr. Fox's Aſſize · Sermon on the Text. B44. er 105 
%) Se, Ferom upon the Text ſays thus. Ex hoc Capitulo arguit cos Avaritiz, quod Stu iof 
tam viliom Olerum decimas exigant, et judicium.in Diſceptatione Negotiorum, Miſcricordiamgz 
 Pauperes, et Pupillos et Viduas, et Fidem in Deo, quz magna ſunt, pratermicrane, 275 
cle. thus, * To-judiclls autem erant Inhuſti: in fracribus fine Milcricordigy in veritats 
* Ambr. upon the Parallel Text in St. Luke thus. Sed ne rurſus filei Nos Mhdioſes faciit - 
perum negligentes, per tectionem fidelis viri brevi Sermone coneludit ut et Fide ei Operibus- 
probetur; dicens, et hee oportuit facere, et ille.non omjttere, In which words He makes Faith 
iceipally intended even in that Ter. OZ ORD GOOG 
Luc, Brugenſis upon the Text thus, Fi dem in Deum. Fide, W radice, ſignifieantur 
lam Spes, et Charitas, quibus tr ibus comprehenditurs quicquid Lex a nobis cxigit ad 
Nedum Deum re autem, ſecure pratermitrebant, ac contembebant, Scribe er Phariz#t, | 
dem quidem exempli gratià, eum pertinaeiter rejieerent Chriſtum a De) Patre miſſium. Nam 
Inon credit in filium Dei, net credit in Deum immo mendacem 6 facit eum, quia, non credit . 
Minenium, quod teflificatus eff Deus de filio Su. ee ME BON TI 
Artius thus. Eides, is de, de his, quæ Deo de b:*mus, quid de Deo cr edtudum fir,” aut non 
dendum. Fides compleetitur primam tabulam, E ©- Secun dam, ut prius dizit Chriſtus, 
bis duobus Mandatis pendere Legem et Prophets, * od 2 
eu, thus. Ur. Maithæi ſenins, et eum Propheta (ic. 6 8) et eum Luca rectius 
Weteat, arbitror rig hie non eſſe eam. que inter homines 3 9 fid em, fe? ſſ m ae 
— e eee guy humilem dilectionem, te Studium Obe lientiæ 
nobis exeitat. * W r 
de Hammond, {bitby, cum Multis Allis. 
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8 berbs, and paſs over Fudement, and the Love of God: Theſe ought ye to bas 


verſe with Men. But beſides Probabiliey, we ave, 1 think, almoſt Cer. 
tainty on our Side for the Explanation f Faith which; that any ane, 
wha has collated,” and duely conſider d Parallel Texts, ſhenld be i Ipno- 
rant of, is very Strange: It is from 2 Parallel Texts, The Former is if 
cab 6. 8. He hatb ſhew'd thee? O man, what is good; and what dith the 
Lord require of thee, but to do juſtly, and to love Mercy, and ta walſe bun. 
bly with thy God: This Scripture, no doubt, our Saviour had teſpect to i 
the words of the Text: The Latter is Late 11+ 42. The words have very little 
variation from Thoſe of the Text, and are a Relation without doubt dt 
terpretation. For if Both Texts are à relation of One and the Same Speech 
they maſt ꝓeceſſari ly have One and the Sama Meaning: The: words ae 
theſe, But wo uno you Phariſees, for pa tirbe Mint and Rue, and all: mann 


done, and nor to leave the other umdone-\ In the Former of theſe Texts jou 
may "obſerve Walking humbly with God, and in the Latter 2b Love of Gu, 
to ſtand in the place of Laith in our Text: If then they are to be inte: 
preted in agreement with each other, Fæitb muſt ſigniſy the ſame # 
alling humbly with God, and tbe Love of God. Now, ſurely, Walkin 
humbly with God, and the Love of God, were never interpreted Fidelity 
between Man and Man in Contracts, and Promiſes: No, walking bun 
with God, the Love of God, and Faith; explain ach other, and do Eh 
of em ſignify our whole Duty to God, all the Dutys of the firſt Tibl, 
and more particularly Faith in God; and not only Gad the Father, lu 
God the Son too, that Faith mention'd by St Paul, Gal. 3. 6. which vont 
eth by Love; And therefore I think we may rightly paraphraſe our Lei 
with that of St Luke.” aftec this manner, Wo unto you Scribes, and Phariitt: 
for tho ye pretend to be ſo Juſt, pious, and religious, as nat to negli even 
ibe Minuteſt parts of the Law, paying Niebe even of Mint, Aviſe, and Gu 
win, and all manner of herbs; yet all your Religion is wo more tben Hypocriſy: 
for ye are deficient in 'mattters-of much greater moment, and more neceſy f 
be done, even in Matters of Juſtice, and Mercy, and, more eſpecially, of 
Faith in Me, nor wit hiſlandiug I have nom given an Evidence, that | 
am your God, your Mediator. and Redeemer. We may alſo obſerve a beaut- 
titul Gradation in the 3 Duties, Judgment, Mercy, and Faith, Judgment, 
leſs than ys or . greater then Judgment, and Faith the greatel 
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of all; te + Famer implying AU the Du 
I IRS: tie of the Second Table, and 

- Before I diſmiſs this Head, it is neceſſary toenquire, what. were, and : 
ge, the leaft/Weighty, the Weightier, and the m Worghty Matters of the 
Law to Fows, and Chriſtians, 

we have been told, that () among the 1 the Dagcopre e the 
(memonies,” and Sacrifices appointed in the Law of Moſes, the Precepr of the 
Sabbath, and in general all the Inſtrumental. Duties of Religion, may be 


| 55d the leſs Weighty Matters of the Low, That the Ceremonial, or 


Ritual part of the: Moſaical Law was of leſs | Excellency in Nature then 
Moral Precepts, I ſuppoſe, None will deny. But I weu'd gladly know, 
what this Writer meant by leſs Weighty,: and Veigbrier; whether, by leſs 
WVeighty he meant Matters of the /z2ff moment, :as:his Text ſhould incline 
tim to, Weightier being there ſet in Oppoſition to leaft weighty, to Tithing - 
of Mint, Aniſs, and Cummin,. and whether, by Weightier,, Matters of the 
prateft, moment. (Thus far he ought to have explain d himſelf to have 
prevented Miſtakes in his Audience, and Readers, that they might not 
tube ſome Duties to be Duties of lea moment, which really are nat ſo. 
That he, deſignedly; omitted this, in order to the depreciating; ſame 
Chriſtian Duties, moſt highly neceſſary to be practic d, far be it from 
me to imagine, tho he has given in. the following part of his Diſcousſe 
by far too much grounds for ſuch an Imagination.) If he meant, by 
1 weighty, Matters of the leaff moment, or let Neceſſary, he is very 
wrong in his Inftances of Szcrifices, and tlie Sabbath. Sacrifices were or- 
din d for Expiation of Sin, and, by vertue of that great Sacrifice of 
which | they were Types, did expiate Sin, as you will find, 
Led. 4. 20. 26. 31. 35. ſurely then to expiate Sin was not a Matter of the 
kaft moment: And as to the Sabbath, the very firſt part of the Precept is 
Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath-day ; and ſurely. too the keeping 
boly the Sabbath-dey is not a Matter of the leaſt moment. Beſides, the 
Precept of the Sabbath has, I preſume, ſomething of Morality in it, and 
therefore, is an Inftance the more extraordinary. It is alſo. One of: thoſe 
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Tables of Stone, and therefore, to be fare e, a Commandment ofthe 
moment. 
Il it be aid, dba the reſling from Tant, d the No of Ke, were 
the only things intended by the Precept of the Sabbatb. 1 aulwer, that 
the Precept of the Sabbath includes more then Theſe; that the chief part 
of that Precept i is keeping holy the Sabbat b. day; that if a part of it only 
was intended, it ſhould have been ſe 1 1 and not the ah Dole arne 
ciated for the ee 03024 304 Wt a 9b, IR. 0 

"But how 18 it prov'd, that Sacrifices andSabbaths, were the leſs Helge Mat- 
ters of the Law? Why the Argument is as extrodinary in it's kind, 
the Inſtances themſelves: It is This: There may be Reaſons, which nil 

Juſtißy a Per ſong before Gbd and Man for omitting (by which I ſuppoſe by 
means deterring for a time) to Fer Sacrifice, or for doing ſome ſervile ad 
laborious Work on the Sabbath-day (by which I ſuppoſe he means ſuch work 
as the Precept o of the Sabbath could not reaſonably be extended to) but w 
Reaſon can be aſſgnd (he does not ſay for omitting, or deferring fora 
time, Acts of Juſtice and Mercy, Which, to make his Argument good, he 
onght to Have ſaid; but) which will juftifiy or excuſe 'a_ Perſon for Oppreſin, 
or for being unjuſt, cruel, or Unmerciful. Here you may plainly ſee the 
Terms of the Argument alter'd, and the ſenſe of the Words in the latter 
part different from that in the 8 mut a7 by Halle, 
and therefore concludes: nothing. ee e LOT 

I have only — this rgument, | that if the * 
meant, by Servile and laborious Work, directly prohibited by the Precept of 
the Sabbith, he did wiſely in giving no Inſtance of it, or e ban 
we might break God's Commandment, and be guiltleſs. 

As to the Inſtrumemal Duties of Religion, (by which, I fppels, we are 
to underſtand all the Means of Grace,) Theſe, and all Other Duties, as far 
as they are Inſtitutions merely Poſitive, are inferiour in Nature to Moral 
Good; But that they are upon this account eſs weighry, as weighty figni 
fys neceſſary ro be done, far be it from me to affirm. I take them to be 
equally neceſſary. For; if without God's Grace we can neither believe in 
God, nor do any Action; morally good, that will be acceptable to God, 
and we cannot have this Grace without the Uſe of the Meanes, the Uſe 
of the Means muſt be as Neceſſary as the End it ſelf. And therefore 1 
think they are not to be rank'd amongſt the leſs weighty Matters, aud 
eſpecially, if by /e{s weighty we underſtand the leaft weighty, 
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75 nde . 2 l Heal of bfe weighty Matters, with reſpe@ fo 0 Oviffiens; 
Sw e we find theſe Two, Prayer, and the Sacrament of the Lord's 


1 Sypper () and in another Place (+, che Sacraments. We are to ld, (+) that 
art the V. eigbtier Matters of the Law are Duties of 4 Moral Nature, and ferpe- 


ly wal Obligation; and what Moral Duties are, we are told a few lines after; 
: they are ſuch, as ariſe from the | Conſleration of the Reaſon and Nature. of 
Things, of our ſelves, and the Relations we are in, and the Ateributes and 
| Prrfeftions. of God. Now I wou'd fain know, whether Prayer be not a 
Duty, that ariſes from the Conſideratio n of Our ſelves, and of the Attributes 
ond Ferſections of God? and if ſo, whether Prayer be not a Moral Duty, 
wording to this Writer Himſelf? and it a Moral Duty whether 
it be not one of the weightier Dutys? and if one of The weightier 
Duties, how he came to place it amongſt the les weighty i in contradiction 
to Himſelf Fraper i is certainly a Natural Duty, what our own Reaſon, with- 
aut Revelggion, poiuts out to us, as fit, and neceſſary : It is One bf Thoſe 
Duttes compriz'd in the very firſt Commandment of the firſt Table It. is 
allo comprehended in the Love of God, which our Saviour calls the ffs 
and great Commandment, greater than the Love of our Neighbour, which he 
calls the Second Commandment. Matt. 22. 38. 39. And fitit is, no doubt, 
that Duties to God ſhould. take place of, and be accounted: greater, than 
Duties to our Neighbour Whoever than makes Frayer, One of the chief 
Duties of the Sf Table, leſs weighty then Fuftice, Mercy, and Fidelity, 
| Duties only of the Second. Table, yea puts it even into an inferiour.Claſs of 
| Duties, inverts the Order of the Decalogue, that Order in which God has 
; plac'd theſe Duties, and contradicts what our Saviour ſays of the Love of 
re God, which comprizes Prayer, This 1 the Soft and Great, ann 
ar be Great, Commandment. 
al As to the Sacraments, they conſi ft indeed of Sprinkling EY or Dip- 
l- ping into Water, and of Eating and Drinking Bread and Wine. But 
be then are Theſe the Whole af the Sacraments? Are there not Inmard as 
in well as Out ward Parts belonging to em, which are a Death unto Sin, and 
d, a new Birth unto. Righteouſneſs, and an eating and drinking Chriſt's Body 
ſe aud Bod? And are Theſe Things to be deem d the leſs weighty Matters 


I coc the Goſpel ? How ſhocking muſt This be to Chriſtian Ears? If there be 
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wo orher Name giuen among Men whereby | 10 be fav, but only the Name of n 
Feſus : And if the Sacraments be an Incorporating, and Uniting our ſelve; Ir 
to this Jeſus. and applying the Merits of his Body broken, and Blood 
ſhed, to ourſelves, are they Matters of leſi weigbt to us then Fuſt ice and 
Mercy, and Performance of Contracts and Promiſes ? We may well cry out 
to the Heavens and Earth to be aftoniſh'd at ſuch Doctrine. Our Redeeny 
bas afur'd us in words too plain to be miſtaken, or miſunderflood, by any One, 
that can ſee a Contradiction, that Except a Man bo born of Water, and of 
he Spirit, of Water as well as the Spirit, be cannot enter into the King. 
dime of God. John 3. 5. and Except we eat the fleſh of the Son of Man, ani 
drink his blood, we baue no Life in us. John 6. 53. and -our Church fon 
in her excellent Catechiſm, that the ' Sacramen bars generally, that i i, 
where they may be had, neceſſary to Salvation. If God then has hug WM... 
Salvation upon the Sacraments, what can be of more weight, or of great 
Neceſlity ? If it be ſaid, the Outward Parts will be of no begefit tou 
without the Inward, no more will giving all our Goods to feed the Poor, aul Dre 
even our Bodies to be burn d, without an Inward Principle of Love, and Me 
Obedience to God, and of Mercy and Compaſſion to the Indigent. Sur 
ly then, when our Author was crying down Poſitive Duties, and making 
them leſs weighty than Moral, it would haue been « groſs Neglect in hin 
not to have Excepted the 2 Sacraments, and Faith in his Redeemer ; but 
it is ſomething in finitly Worſe in him actually to Inſtance in the Seen. ft 
ments, as things of /eſs weigbt then Juſtice, Mercy, and Fidelity, there 
by giving People a very low Opinion of the Sacraments, as being of 10 
more weight then Tisbing of Mint, Aniſe, and Cummin, II the great 
Duties of the Chriſtian Religion be thus handled, we may ceaſe to vom Rede 
der, if we ſee Men, not only LG but Profefſing themſelves too, In- | 
| fidels, and Apoſtates: 
If our Author has been induc'd, thio! too great a Veneration for 
Names, without Argument, to aſſert what he has aſſerted, his Lot is rec 
now much the harder, he being to prove Their, which he has made bi to ey 
Own, Aſſertions, by better Arguments than have yet been produc d' Meril t 
Thus much as to the /eſs weighty Matters. | ſhall | 


Under 


| (13) 
Under our Author's Head of Weightier Matters we find the Duties of 
the 1 and 2 Table jumbled together, and no Precedence of the 1 given to 
Thoſe of the 2, Which ought to have been done. ts 
' You will ay then, what are the woſt Weighty,. the Weizbtier and the 
laſt Weighty Matters of the Law? Or in what Order are the Duties of 
Religion to be Plac'd? ? 1 anſwer, in That W in vun God has plac'd 
them, 8 | 
The moſt weighty Duties are Thoſe, which more immediately wh. 
Gd Himſelf, the Duties of the 1 Table, as Faith, Love, Fear, Truſt; 
Prayer, and ſuch like, and tous Chriſtians, Belief in our Redeemer, and the 
2 Sacraments: The Weightier, or the leſs Neigbey, are the Duties which reſ- 
pet our N eighbour, the Duties of the 2 Table, as Juſtice, Mercy, and the 
like, ſaid in the Text to be the weightier, but not the moſt weighty Mat- 
ters, that is, weightier then paying Tithe of Mint, Aniſe, and Cunimin, 
which was ſo low an Act of Juſtice, as was next to None at all! 
And Laſtly, the leaft weighty Matters I take to be ſuch, as relate to 
Pres, Geſture, Decency, Order, and ſuch like, Duties, that are neither 
Meins of Grace, nor have any Natural, or Intrinſick Goodneſs in them. 
There now remains only one Thing more to be done, which is tofhew, 
Eftbh, what we are to underſtand: by Vo in the Text, Wo unto yon 
Scribes and Phariſees; That This muſt ſignifie ſome thing very dreadful 
ay be collected from the ſo frequent Repetition of it in the Chapter 
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. f the Text, it being there no leſs then 8 times denounc d. This Vo then 
ry ſignify the terrible Judgments, that were, ſpeedily, at our Sayiour's | 
Fr Firſt Advent, to be inflicted on them for their Injuſtice, Unmercifulneſs, 
el 


and Infidelity towards Himſelf, the Son of God, their Saviour, their 
Redeemer, the Lord of Glory, as the Deſtruction of their City, and 
Temple, and Nation, ſet forth by Him in a more tremendous manner 
then any Judgments, that ever came upon any People. | 
But more eſpecially may it imply thoſe Puniſhments, whith he wou'd 
execute upon. them at his Second Advent; when they chou d be ſentencd 
to everlaſting Deſtruction, for their Hypocriſy, Infidelity, and all the 
evil they had done; when they ſhou'd be condemn d to that place where 
ſball be Weeping, and Gnaſhing of Teeth, Matt. 24. 51. call d Outer Dark- 
neſs, Matt, 23: 13. the Fire that never Hall be quench'd, and Hell- Fire. 


Mar, 9. 45. 47. by all which we are to underſtand a Place of ſuch ex- 
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eme Grief, and Horror,” and Torment, as is beyond any Reſeniblatce 

in this Life, as we can have no Idea of, as can neither be expr eſs d, no 

conceĩv d. This then may be the Wo. in the Text, denounc'd by our 81 

viour againſt the Scribes and Phariſees for. their hoch, gle for thei 
Omiffion of Judgment, Mercy, and Nb. 

Thus have I gone thro' what I Prophet that is, given- 5 full wil 
Soar an Interpretation of the Words of the Text as poſſibly I conld. 
From what has been ſaid, I doubt not but you plainly perceive th 
great Sin, of Hypocriſy ; that Sacrifices aud Sabbaths were not the le 
Matters of the Goſpel; that Faith is not to be. truck out of the Text to 

make room for Fidelity, it being a much higher and more neceſſary Duy, 
without which we ought not to pretend to be Chriſtians, nor can we 4 
any Works, that, will be acceptable to God; that Prayer, and the 2 Sar 
mente, the One a Moral, the other Rias Duties, and therefore ver 
injudiciouſſy placed together, are not ſome of the leſs weighty, but mf 
neceſſary Duties of the Chriſtian life; and that all the Iatrumental Duis Nie 
or Means of Grace, are not the leaft Duties of Religion, no more tha 
Circumftantial Parts of it, and to be put in the place of paying Tiebe of Miu 
Aniſe and Cumin; and laſtly, that the Wo- in the Text denounc d again 
the Scribes and Phariſees for their Hypocriſy, is very great, and dreadfi 
Let us then my Brethren, beware of the Leavenof the Phariſees that i 
take the greateſt heed, that we imitate thats not in their Uypocrif, 
we incur the like Wo with them. 
| To pretend to greater Purity, and Strianeſs of life t an Other men 
and to abominate Sin of every kind, and yet to be ſeen daily | Ls 
with the greateſt of Sinners, what is this but Hypocriſy; | 4; 11 
To pretend to be Members, and Lovers too, of our moſt — ft 7 
Eftabliſh'd Church, yea, to eat of Her Bread, and daily to be nouriſid Me 
with her Food, and yet, at all times, when her Intereſt is at Stake, to 4 
lift up the heel againſt Her, to confederate with Edomites and Jſwaeii ery | 
with Moabites and Hagarens, with Gebal, Anmon, and | Amalck, He hd n. 
inveterate and ſworn Ememies, what is this but moſt deteſtable Hypocriy: 
To make loud Pretences to Juſtice, to Univerſal Juſtice and Charity, Muty | 
and yet to have no regard to Merit, and to ſtarve all but T hoſe of 
a Party, what is this but Hypocriſy ? ndone 
— plead Tenderneſs of . againft complying with the Jawfall By | 
| Commant: 


Ss 3 aq. 15 95 | 
bee bee Ges e bee bo Contdenie if doing the | 


Themſelves, their Religion, and their Country _ en 18 This but to 
ſrair' at 4 Guat and Sawllow a Camel? | 
To pretend a Reverence for the Minifters of Chriſt, ond yoh to boich 
; traducing and vilifying, raiſing and ' propagating Scandal of em 
10 the utmoſt Hatred and Malice, that the Devil can inſpire, what is 
his, but, with the Phariſees of Old, zo build the Tombs of the Prophets, and 
prniſh the Sepulchres of the Righteous, _ yet, as ar as we are able, to 
one, to kill, and cruciſy em? 


Toprofeſs a Belief of. God, and His Word, 30 yet to Scoff at Religion, 
11 be ever burleſquing and Ridiculing the holy Scriptures, what is "7 
n reality, but to omie Faith, and be an Hypocrite 2 
%, To frequent the Place of God's Fublick Worſhip, and yet to be 
"7 el, unmerciful, and unjuſt to Thoſe that are in want, to rob and ruin 
105 


Vidows and Orphans, what is This but to grind the faces of the Poor, to 
r Widows Houſes, and for a Pretgrice to make long Prayer? 
Let us All then carefully abſtain from theſe, and the like, Practices, 


ank leeping an eye to the dreadful #o in the Text, denounc'd againft Thoſe, 
at hat are guilty of em? and tho ve may think it at ſome diſtance, yet let 
t 


5 look on it as certain, what will 43nfallibly be executed upon us, if we 
rn not from theſe Sins; aul let us offen raſlect on what the Wiſe Man 
i, viz. Lying Lips, and | the Sacr ijics.of th&Wicked are an Abomination 
the Lord, Put the Prayer of the Uprighr is bir Delight. 

Lifth, let pa a due regard to all God's Commandments, carefully 
forming, in ther feſt place. allthe Duties af the firſt Table, the grea- 
ſt and moſt neceflary * Duties 5 and Particularly Faith, in. . God, 
le very Root and Fountain of all good Works, and alſo in our 
ord Jeſus Chriſt, the -Foundatic of all. Chriſtian Vertues, and the 
ery Condition of our Salvation, together with the other Two great 
d moſt neceſſary Duties, Baptiſm, and the Lord's Supper. 

Let us, in the Second place, be mindful of diſcharging our whole 
uty to our Neighbour and Our ſelves, all the Duties, of the Second 
able, as Judgment, Mercy, and the like: And laſtly let us not leave 
plane the Duties of leaſt moment. 


By ſuch an Univerſal Obſervance of God's C0 we ſhall, 
nancs | N D 2 | _ aſter 


Office of Satan, tempting unwary Souls for a few pieces of Silver to ſell 55 


* 


4 Rk 
Et 1 "IF 


gloriaus 
rd to ut abund 


«p © 
+ % 


Pat | e 1 


- dy 
+. 2 : 
2 14115 


